
 Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

Autumn 1 Top Jobs 
(One World Week) 

 
Use simple compass 

directions (North, 

South, East and 

West) and locational 

and directional 

language [for 

example, near and 

far; left and right], 

to describe the 

location of features 

and routes on a map. 

Use aerial 

photographs and plan 

perspectives to 

recognise landmarks 

and basic human and 

physical features; 

devise a simple map; 

and use and 

construct basic 

symbols in a key. 

Use simple fieldwork 

and observational 

skills to study the 

geography of their 

school and its 

Paddington in 
London 

(One World Week) 
 

 
Investigate places- 

London and areas of 

London. 

 

Investigate 

patterns 

 

Use aerial 

photographs and 

plan perspectives to 

recognise landmarks 

and basic human and 

physical features; 

devise a simple map; 

and use and 

construct basic 

symbols in a key 

 

Understand 

geographical 

similarities and 

differences through 

studying the human 

and physical 

geography of a small 

The Earliest 
Civilisations 

(One World Week) 
 
 

A Geographical stud 

of Egypt’s: climate, 

vegetation belts, 

biomes and habitats 

A study of rivers and 

the water cycle.  
 

A study of the River 

Nile and its 

importance for the 

people of Egypt 

 

Compare physical 

features from the 

Earliest civilizations’. 

 

Use maps, atlases, 

globes and 

digital/computer 

mapping to locate 

countries and 

describe features 

studied 

 

The Roman Empire 
(One World Week) 

 
Use maps, atlases, 

globes and 

digital/computer 

mapping to locate 

Rome on a Map and 

plot The Roman 

Empire. 

 

understand and 

comment on the 

human and physical 

features of Ancient 

Rome and compare to 

Rome today.  

 
OWW- become aware 

of global issues and 

ways that we support 

our planet and 

everything in it. 

Consider human 

impact on the planet 

and celebrate being 

part of a diverse and 

interconnected world. 
 
 

Harry Potter  
(One World Week) 

 
Investigate the places of the 

world that magic originated 

from. Compare human and 

physical features and how 

they have changed over time. 

. 

 

Understand and comment on 

physical geography, including 

climate zones, biomes and 

vegetation belts, mountains, 

volcanoes and earthquakes 

and the water cycle. 

 

use the eight points of a 

compass, four and six figure 

grid references, symbols and 

key to build their knowledge 

of the United Kingdom and 

the wider world. 

 

Use a compass to retrace and 

document the route on the 

marauders map 

 
 

Survival 
(One World Week) 

 
 

 A Study of #the famous 

explorer Ernest Shackleton -

Climate zones, rivers, coasts and 

the water cycle. Natural/human 

interventions and tracking 

journey. 

 

 

Locational knowledge: name and 

locate key topographical features 

in the United Kingdom including 

hills and mountains. 
 

Place knowledge: Understand 

geographical similarities and 

differences through the study of 

the physical geography of a 

region of the United Kingdom 

(Snowdonia).  

 

Interpret a range of geographical 

information and communicate 

geographical information through 

maps.  

 



grounds and the key 

human and physical 

features of its 

surrounding 

environment 

including the local 

windmill.  

OWW- become 

aware of global 

issues and ways that 

we support our 

planet and 

everything in it. 

area of the United 

Kingdom, and of a 

small area in a 

contrasting non-

European country 

(Comparing 

London to Peru) 

 
To use Geographical 

vocabulary and 

recognise physical 

features, including: 

beach, cliff, coast, 

forest, hill, 

mountain, sea, 

ocean, river, soil, 

valley, vegetation, 

season and weather 

Gg.6 key human 

features, including: 

city, town, village, 

factory, farm, 

house, office, port, 

harbour and shop   

 

Use world maps, 

atlases and globes 

to identify the 

United Kingdom and 

its cities, as well as 

the countries, 

continents and 

oceans studied at 

this key stage 

 

OWW- become 

aware of global 

issues and ways that 

Use geographical 

vocabulary and 

understand physical 

geography, including: 

climate zones, biomes 

and vegetation belts, 

rivers, mountains, and 

the water cycle. 

 

OWW- become aware 

of global issues and 

ways that we support 

our planet and 

everything in it. 

Consider human 

impact on the planet 

and celebrate being 

part of a diverse and 

interconnected world. 

OWW- Give their own opinions 

and comment on global issues and 

ways that we and others can 

support our planet and 

everything in it. Consider human 

impact on the planet and 

celebrate being part of a diverse 

and interconnected world. 

Physical geography: describe and 

understand key aspects of 

physical geography, including 

mountains and volcanoes.  

 
Geographical skills and fieldwork: 

Use map and digital mapping to 

locate countries. Use the eight 

points of a compass, four and six-

figure grid references, symbols 

and key to build knowledge of the 

UK.  
 

 

OWW- Give their own opinions 

and comment on global issues and 

ways that we and others can 

support our planet and everything 

in it. Consider human impact on 

the planet and celebrate being 

part of a diverse and 

interconnected world. 



we support our 

planet and 

everything in it. 
Autumn 2 Ocean Explorers 

Pole to Pole 
Name and locate the 

world’s seven 

continents and five 

oceans. 

 

Identify seasonal 

and daily weather 

patterns in the 

United Kingdom and 

the location of cold 

areas (North and 

South Poles.) 

 

Use world maps, 

atlases and globes to 

identify the United 

Kingdom and , as well 

as the countries, 

continents and 

oceans studied at 

this key stage  

 

Fires and Festivals 
 
Map work- 

Understand the 

geographical 

differences of 

London in the past 

and how this allowed 

the fire to spread 

quickly. 

 

key physical 

features, including: 

beach, cliff, coast, 

forest, hill, 

mountain, sea, 

ocean, river, soil, 

valley, vegetation, 

season and 

weather  
Notting Hill Carnival 

– comparison with 

other cultures and 

festivals celebrated 

throughout the 

world. 

 
 

The British Empire  
 

Understand the 

difference between 

towns and cities. 

Name and locate 

cities in the UK. 

Research what 

famous landmarks 

can be found in 

areas of the UK. 

 

Recap the worlds 

continents and use 

physical and 

electronic maps to 

locate countries 

within Europe and 

their capital cities. 

 

Use maps to locate 

the countries that 

were once part of 

the British Empire 

Meir Heath Magic 

 
Local Geography 

study- the pottery 

industry, mines and 

canals. 

 

Use fieldwork and 

geographical sources 

to create a map of the 

local area using 

symbols and a key.  

 

Use map work to 

locate Stoke- On –

Trent’s towns. 

 

Use maps created to 

plan a route to school.  

New York, New York 
 

Locate countries and 

states of North America 

on a map and study key 

characteristics. 

 

Use an 8-figure grid 

reference to locate New 

York’s famous landmarks. 

 

Use coordinates and 

satellite images to locate 

‘Fantastic Beasts’  
 

 Use digital/computer 

mapping to locate 

countries and describe 

features studied - Take a 

virtual walk around New 

York City (iPads) and 

record human and physical 

features. Put the data 

found into graphs using 

technology. (Compare to 

previous learning in Year 

4’s local Meir Heath walk 

and how the two areas and 

their data compare 

differ). 
 

 



Spring 1 Royal Families 
Name, locate and 

identify 

characteristics of 

the four countries 

and capital cities of 

the United Kingdom 

and its surrounding 

seas. 

Use world maps, 

atlases and globes to 

identify the United 

Kingdom and its 

cities, as well as the 

countries and 

continent. 

Chocolate  
 

World Map with 

locations of cocoa 

Beans. Look at how 

chocolate is 

produced and 

Fairtrade. 

  

Use world maps, 

atlases and globes 

to identify the 

United Kingdom and 

its countries, as well 

as the countries, 

continents and 

oceans studied at 

this key stage 

 

The Stone Age to 
Iron Age 

 

Study the changes 

that have happened 

to human and 

physical Geography 

from Prehistoric 

Britain to Britain 

today. 

 

Use a variety of 

sources such as 

ariel views and 

diagrams to 

identify the 

changes that have 

happened at 

Stonehenge and 

interpret where has 

suffered the most 

weathering.  

 

observe and make 

comments on human 

geography, including 

types of settlement 

and land use. 

Classics  
 

Understand that ore 

is a deposit in the 

Earth’s crust of one 

or more valuable 

minerals  

  

A study of countries 

that produce Iron 

including Australia and 

Brazil 

 

understand each 

country’s’ economic 

activity including 

trade links, and the 

distribution of 

natural resources 

including energy, 

food, minerals and 

water 

 
identify the 

position and 

significance of 

latitude, longitude, 

Equator, Northern 

Hemisphere, 

Southern 

Hemisphere, the 

Tropics of Cancer 

and Capricorn, 

Arctic and 

Antarctic Circle, 

the 

Life as an Evacuee in World 
War 2 

 

Study of Europe and why 

WW2 started. 

 

identify and locate the 

countries that were on 

either side (Axis and 

Allies). 

 

Look at physical features 

of Britain and how these 

changed during and after 

the war – ‘My World War 

2 Scrapbook’ 

 
 

The Titanic  
 

A study of the Atlantic Ocean. 

 

identify the position and 

significance of latitude, 

longitude, Equator, Northern 

Hemisphere, Southern 

Hemisphere, the Tropics of 

Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and 

Antarctic Circle, the 

Prime/Greenwich Meridian 

 

Understand how and where 

icebergs are formed 

 

 

Use 6 figure  grid references and 

digital mapping to plot the route 

of the Titanic. 



Prime/Greenwich 

Meridian and time 

zones (including day 

and night) 
Spring 2 Tales around the 

World 
Understand 

geographical 

similarities and 

differences through 

studying the human 

and physical 

geography of a small 

area of the United 

Kingdom, and of a 

small area in a 

contrasting non-

European country 

(African country). 

  

Identify seasonal 

and daily weather 

patterns in the 

United Kingdom and 

compare with Africa.  

Study the location 

of hot countries.  

 

Castles and 
Dragons 

 

Fieldwork- Visit to 

Stafford Caste 

 

Map work- Locating 

and studying castles 

throughout the UK. 

Notice any patterns 

to the positioning of 

castles and use 

geographical 

language to identify 

the features of 

these locations: 

beach, cliff, coast, 

forest, hill, 

mountain, sea, 

ocean, river, soil, 

valley, vegetation, 

season and weather.  

 

Use knowledge of 

the UK to identify 

which cities and 

countries have 

castles within them. 

 

Use world maps, 

atlases and globes 

to identify the 

United Kingdom and 

its countries, as well 

The British 
Monarchy 

Throughout History 
 

Study the journeys 

and discoveries of 

Tudor explorers Sir 

Walter Raleigh and 

Sir Francis Drake. 

 

Use 8 points of a 

compass, 4 figure grid 

references, symbols, 

and a key to create 

maps. 

 

Fieldwork- using maps 

and compass 

directions to locate 

different areas of 

the school. 

 

Study the 

commonwealth and 

the countries that 

make up the 

commonwealth.  

 

Vikings – Raiders 
and traders  

 

Locate and study 

Scandinavia and 

understand 

geographical 

similarities and 

differences 

through the study 

of human and 

physical geography 

of a region of the 

United Kingdom, a 

region in a European 

country 

(Scandinavia), 

 

understand the 

Viking’s impact on 

Britain’s geography. 

 

Maps and 

Treasures, compass 

points and 

directions, 
 

Space  
 

Use mapwork to locate 

space stations and space 

centres across the world. 

 

Use satellite images of 

the UK to identify 

different counties and 

cities.  

Learn time zones and how 

factors in space impact 

these (links to ‘our 

changing world’ science 

topic) 

 

 

 



as the countries, 

continents and 

oceans studied at 

this key stage 

Summer 1 Rainforest 
Adventures 

Understand 

geographical 

similarities and 

differences through 

studying physical 

geography (plants, 

trees and wildlife) of 

a small area of the 

United Kingdom, and 

of a small area in a 

contrasting non-

European country 

(rural area of the UK 

with the Rainforest). 

 

Identify seasonal 

and daily weather 

patterns in the 

United Kingdom and 

compare with that of 

the Rainforest. 

Consider the reasons 

for the difference in 

climate. 

The Enchanted 
Wood  

Use simple compass 

directions (North, 

South, East and 

West) and locational 

and directional 

language [for 

example, near and 

far; left and right], 

to describe the 

location of features 

and routes on a map. 

 

Use simple 

fieldwork and 

observational skills 

to study the 

geography of their 

school and its 

grounds and the key 

human and physical 

features of its 

surrounding 

environment. 

 

Arabian Nights  
 

 Use fieldwork to 
observe, measure, 
record and present the 
human and physical 
features in the local 
area using a range of 
methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and 
graphs.  
 

Create maps and plan 

routes from the 

school to the local 

church. 

 

Use a variety of 

sources to identify 

how Bagdad’s human 

and physical 

geography has 

changed over time. 

 

Compare the city of 

Bagdad to London. 

 

Mary Poppins  
 

Admiral Boom’s 

Navy navigating 

with a compass- Use 

the eight points of 

a compass, four and 

six- figure grid 

references, symbols 

and key (including 

the use of ordnance 

survey maps) to 

build their 

knowledge of the 

United Kingdom and 

wider world. 
Observe and comment 

on the changes to 

London’s geography 

from 1910 to present 

day 

 

Study and comment on 

maps of 1910/2020 

London- including 

their symbols and 

keys and compare to 

present day.  

 

Admiral Boom’s Study 

of wind changes and 

time zones. 

 

Ancient Greece  
 

Identify the human and 

physical features of 

Ancient Greece. 

 

Locate Greece on a map 

and compare the human 

and physical features of 

Greece today to Ancient 

Greece. 
 

understand and compare 

the geographical 

similarities and 

differences of Meir 

Heath and Greece. 
 

The World’s a Stage 
 

Local study of Newcastle 

Under Lyme linked to the 

famous circus owner Philip 

Astley. 

 

Use digital mapping to 

compare the similarities and 

differences of the human and 

physical features of 

Newcastle Under-Lyme from 

1800s until present day.  

 

Use maps to locate significant 

places in Astley’s life.  

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

Summer 2 The wonderful 
world of Beatrix 
Potter  
 
Understand key 

geographical 

vocabulary and 

identify key physical 

features, including: 

beach, cliff, coast, 

forest, hill, 

mountain, sea, ocean, 

river, soil, season 

and weather  

 

Understand key 

geographical 

vocabulary key 

human features, 

including: town, 

village, factory, 

farm, house, office, 

harbour and shops. 

 

 

Map work- Study of 

the Lake District 

(where Beatrix 

Potter holidayed) 

and make 

comparisons between 

London (where she 

was born) 

 

Down by the sea 
 

A Geographical 

study of the British 

Isles and coast lines 

 

Understand 

geographical 

vocabulary and 

locate key physical 

features, including: 

beach, cliff, coast, 

forest, hill, 

mountain, sea, 

ocean, river, soil, 

valley, vegetation, 

season and weather  

 

Understand 

geographical 

vocabulary and 

locate key human 

features, including 

city, town, village, 

factory, farm, 

house, office, port, 

harbour and shop. 

 

Start to understand 

what is meant by 

coastal erosion 

Welcome to 
America 

 

investigate world 

climate zones, 

biomes and 

vegetation belts 

then use a map of 

North and South 

America to colour 

the biomes and 

create a key.  

 

investigate 

mountains and recap 

rivers (River Nile).  

Study a physical 

map of North and 

South America. 

Create an A3 map 

colour coding the 

height above sea 

level, annotating 

mountain ranges and 

adding main rivers.  

Understand how 

Earthquakes occur 

and key danger 

zones in America. - 

San Andreas Vault 

  

Passport to Europe  
 

Identify flags and 

significant items 

and match them to 

countries within 

Europe. 

 

 Study a physical 

map of Europe with 

a focus on 

mountains. Create a 

mod rock model of 

the Alps. Study its 

Geographical 

features and add 

them to the model.  
 
research the impact 
of global warming on 
the Alps  

 

Look at the 

economic activity 

and trade links of 

countries within 

Europe and the 

potential barriers 

(Corona Virus 2020, 

EU, Brexit) 

 

The Circle of Life  

 

What are children’s 

preconceptions of Africa? 

Using pictures as a source 

to look at rich and poor 

and to address 

stereotypes and 

misconceptions. 

 

A study of the world 

locations 

equator/hemispheres/time 

zones. 

 

Use maps to plot and 

study the physical 

features of Africa. 

 

A study of the economic 

activity including trade 

links, and the distribution 

of natural resources 

including food and fair 

trade 
 

 



 

 

Curriculum Area: Geography  

Subject Lead: Hollie Maddock 

 

 

 

Study economic 

activity and trade 

links in USA 

 

Use map work to 

locate North, South 

and Central 

America. 

 
Study the 

distribution of food 
from south America 

 

Understand the 

distribution of food 

within Europe. 

 


